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SUBJECT: FRG SUPPORT FOR BLACK TRADE UNION MOVEMENT 

1 . SUMMARY: THROUGH THE CHURCH GROUP MISEREROR, FRG 
IS ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL EXTERNAL SUPPORTERS OF BLACK 
TRADE UNIONISM IN SOUTH AFRICA. INTERVENTION BY THE 
GERMAN AMBASSADOR ON BEHALF OF SEVERAL BANNED TRADE UNION 
ADVISORS SUGGEST THAT THE SAG REGRETS HAVING ISSUED THE 
BANNING ORDER AT THE INSTIGATION OF TUCSA GENERAL 
SECRETARY GROBBELAAR AND IS SEARCHING FOR A 

GRATEFUL WAY TO MITIGATE THE HARM DONE. END SUMMARY. 

2. WEST GERMANY IS ONE OF SOUTH AFRICA'S PRINCIPAL 
TRADING PARTNERS. EXPORTS FROM SOUTH AFRICA TO GERMANY 
DURING THE FIRST NINE MONTHS OF 1976 STOOD AT 362 MILLION 
RAND (ONE RAND EQUALS APPROXIMATELY 1.15 US DOLLARS) 
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IMPORTS FROM GERMANY STOOD AT 829 MILLION RANDS OR 18.2 
PERCENT OF ALL SOUTH AFRICAN IMPORTS. TOTAL GERMAN INVESTMENT 
IN SOUTH AFRICA IS ESTIMATED AT 1.5 BILLION RAND. 

3. DURING A DISCUSSION OF FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
POLICIES WITH REGARD TO LABOR PRA TICES IN SOUTH AFRICA, 

DR ALEXANDER PETRI, SECOND SECRETARY OF THE GERMAN EMBASSY, 
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ADVISED REGIONAL LABOR OFFICER THAT HIS GOVERNMENT IS ONE 
OF THE PRIMARY SUPPORTERS OF THE BLA K TRADE UNION MOVEMENT 
IN SOUTH AFRICA. THROUGH THE GERMAN CHURCH GROUP 
MISEREROR, FRG HAS PROVIED A SUBSIDY OF 500,000 
RANDS FOR THE FINANCIAL YEARS 1976-78 TO THE URBAN TRAINING 
PROJECT (UTP), WHICH SPONSORS TEN OF THE 28 BLACK TRADE 
UNIONS. OTHER SUPPORT FOR THE UTP COMES FROM THE SWISS 
AND DUTCH TRADE UNMION MOVEMENTS, THE BRITISH TUC, AND THE 
INTERNATIONAL METAL WORKERS FEDERATION. 

4. IN VIEW OF ITS ACTIVE SUPPORT FOR THE UTP, FRG WAS 
CONCERNED OVER THE BANNING LAST NOVEMBER OF THREE OF 
UTP'S ADVISORS, LOET DOUWES-DEKKER AND ERIC AND JEAN 
TYACKE. (MRS TYACKE IS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN). 

THE GERMAN AMBASSADOR ASKED TO SEE MINISTER OF JUSTICE 
KRUGER AT THAT TIME TO DETERMINE THE REASONS FOR THE 
BANNINGS AND TO SEEK RELIEF FOR THE UTP LEADERS. 

5. ACCORDING TO PETRI, THE GERMAN AMBASSADOR MET AGAIN 
WITH KRUGER AT THE END OF FEBRUARY. HE IS NOT ABLE 

TO REVEAL EVERYTHING WHICH WAS SAID IN THESE 
SENSITIVE DISCUSSIONS "LEST A DOOR BE CLOSED." PETRI 
DID SAY, HOWEVER, THAT KRUGER IS "TRYING TO MAKE A 
DEAL" WITH DOUWES-DEKKER TO ALLOW HIM TO RESUME TEACHING 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WITWATERSRAND IF HE DISENGAGES 
FROM ACTIVITIES INVOLVING BLACK TRADE UNIONS. ACCRDING 
TO PETRI, KRUGER WOULD ALSO LIKE DOUWES-DEKKER TO ACCEPT A 
POSITION WITH THE SAG, POSSIBLY WITH THE BOKSBURG 
VOCATIONAL TRAINING PROJECT. 
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6. PETRI HAS URGED DOUWES-DEKKER TO CONSIDER KRUGER'S 
PROPOSALS CAREFULLY WHEN THE TWO MEET. ANY RELIEF FOR 
THE TYACKES FROM THEIR BANNING ORDES WOULD, ACCORDING 
TO PETRI, BE DEPENDENT ON HOW DISCUSSIONS PROCEED 
BETWEEN KRUGER AND DOUWES-DEKKER. 

7. COMMENT: KRUGER AND THE SAG FIND THEMSELVES ONCE AGAIN 
IN THE EMBARRASSING POSITION OF HAVING PROVOKED BY THE 
BANNING ORDERS PRECISELY WHAT THEY DESIRED TO AVOID. VIZ, 
THE EVOLUTION OF A MORE MILITANT AND INDEPENDENT BLACK 
TRADE UNION MOVEMENT, WHICH MIGHT BEGI TO ORGANZE 

ON A NATIONAL SCALE. THE CONSENSUS OF MOST INFORMED 
OBSERVERS, INCLUDIG BRITISH LABOR ATTACHE VOSE, IS THAT 
KRUGER WAS PROMPTED TO ISSUE THE BANNING ORDERS BY TUCSA 
GENERAL SECRETARY GROBBELAAR AFTER THE TUCSA 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN SEPTEMBER 1976 IN EAST LONDON WHICH 
REVEALED SERIOUS STRAINS IN THE LATTER ORGANIZATION OVER 
THE ISSKE OF BLACK TRADE UNIONISM. HAVING TAKEN THE 
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UNFORTUNATE STEP F ISSUING THE BANNING ORDERS, KRUGER 
IS NOW SEARCHING FOR A GRACEFUL WAY TO BACK DOWN. 

AT OTHER LEVELS, E.G. THE MINISTRY OF LABOR, THE SAG 
IS ALSO SEARCHING FOR SOME WAY TO ASSUME TUTELAGE OF THE 
BLACK TRADE UNION MOVEMENT WITHOUT APPEARING TO DESTROY IT. 

JOHNSON 
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